
From the Echo, December 1924.

Good News
For The

Boys and Girls

Santa Claus 
to be

Here Saturday Afternoon

His office was above the Farmers 
National Bank. Which was in the 
building that is now the home of 
the PAHS.

John Lewis was a highly respected member
of our community. Having been born a

slave he moved north after the Civil War
and ended up living here. He was our town

constable for many years.



This was done on the second floor of the
old Sholes’ Hall, which later became what

we knew as the Town Theater.

Henry Adams was in charge of the Eclipse
Lawn Mower Company. By 1930 it was the

largest lawn mower manufacturer in the
WORLD! After Henry passed away his
wife, Minnie, and their children had our
library built and donated it to the City.



This is now Hartig Drug. You will notice
that today Hartig has two sections, one on
the north and one on the south. Originally,

the drug store was in the northern part.
Other businesses were in the southern part.

Notice that Fenns sold more than just
drugs.

M. E. Hodson was in the south part of the
drug store building. BTW, during our day

Tots and Teens was at one time in that
section, too, at 318 Washington.

The C. W. Fenn Drug Store.

Yes, there was a balcony at the back of the
store. It was still visible in 1964, but was

closed in at a later date.

Tots and Teens at 318 Washington.
Charlotte Dumbauld and Marilyn Waite.

Yes, you could purchase a heater for your
car. They were not included in many cars

back then.

Notice the items that are seldom used by
women today.



Beauty shops back then were more than
just a place to get your hair done.

These are the Paxson gals. Their variety
store was similar to a Ben Franklin.

In the early part of the 1900’s tuberculosis
was a leading killer in America. To raise
money for research the American Lung
Association began to issue Christmas
seals in 1907. These seals could be

applied to Christmas cards and packages.
They were sold at the local post office for

one cent each in the beginning.

This store was in what is now the Post
Office parking lot.

This store was also in what is now the Post
Office parking lot.



There was more than just candy for sale
here. Twenty-five cents a pound would
amount to about $4 a pound in 2024.

Prophetstown’s Walt Sommers 
and his Gloom Chasers.

Walt owned the Sommers Song Shop.
Dances were quite the thing back then.

Not so much today.

At this time the Farmers National Bank
was located at 302 Washington, where the
Prophetstown Area Historical Society is

now. For a short time the Bank of
Prophetstown was in the same building.


