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Introduction

The Poulter family has been on the Prophetstown scene since the early 1880s. Jean Taylor, a local teacher,
interviewed Ben Poulter while he resided in the nursing home, then put together a little booklet detailing Ben’s
life. We have added other information that will enlarge your view of this family.
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THE KITCHEN RANGE
by Carlton C. Buck

The kitchen range, a household
friend,

Served us in many ways;

It was the faithful heating stove

On cold and wint’ry days.

It popped our corn at party time,
And made the kettle sing;

It crackled an accompaniment,
A bright harmonious thing.

The reservoir provided us

With water, steaming hot,

And kept the coffee nice and
warm

There in the coffeepot.

The warming oven held the yeast
With temperature just so;

‘Then mother took the leaven out
And mixed it in the dough.

The range top served to raise the
bread

To loaves fit for the Crown;

The oven then would do its part

Until those loave¥were brown.

On washday, it could boil the
clothes

To make them clean and white,

And mother turned them with a
stick

To see that all was right.

The woodpile was the source of
fuel,

And it wasn’t far to go

To bring the wood in after school

And keep the fire aglow.

The kitchen range, the faithful
friend,

Served us in many ways;

It was a vital part of life

In those rural childhood days.




Q/ %L ww/

7




CIDERTIM

PP —~_ A
W D : @ -
. M%ﬁ) : = / .

= T W _‘ L ) H,- I’ﬁ ﬂ"?.

A [P e, ¥ )
sHEY 1 W\

RPN

E and @Ehé£ Sigms of
~ FALL




WIZARD

WASHING
MACHIRE

Bestoi A
Washing

o,
2 (IW154

Machines |




W haiaed.
@m%/ AUGLL
Lot (/,,Qfgggéazf_ i




Country Schooling

Letha Boone taught at the Rock River School
In Fenton Township in the 1927-1928 school year.

When I went to school,

Just a wee little cuss,

I knew nothin’ about

That thing called a school bus.

I carried my dinner in an old butter
pail

As I straggled along, come rain,
snow or hail,

Them seats they was hard

And our desks was all scarred
Where with initials + hearts

With our knives we had carved.
We raised up two fingers when we
hadda go out

To that cold house back, then we
wandered about.

Drinkin’ water was carried from
that spring up the hill,

We all drank from the same gourd, I
remember it still,

That old school was heated by a
great big iron stove

An’ was stoked with the wood that
we got from the grove.

How we begged of the teacher to tote
the wood in,

Or to go after the water with that ole
bucket of tin,

An when recess was called you
should hear us kids yell,

What fun for the privilege to ring
that brass bell.

As 1 see these kids now with their big
load of books

An the gals with their hair-dos and
new fangled looks,

How I long for the days when a wee
little cuss,

I knew nothin about that thing called
a school bus.
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‘Remember
THE OLD SHOE REPAIR SHOP?
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The Year Was 1935—The Great Depression
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A young actor in the 1930s just starting his movie
career. His name was Ronald Reagan.




ﬁTond Flashbacks = =

A Iook at a spec:ﬁc year from the past, recalling the people places and
events that made the news. This issue, we turn back the clock 1o...

The Year in Review: In 1938, most
news reports focus on the continuing
economic turmoil at home or the wors-
ening situation in Burope. Although
there’s widespread concern about the
possibility of war, few actually believe
America will be involved,

Historian Charles Beard speaks for
many when he says, “The American
people surely want to stay out of the
next world war. It may cost us the blood
of countless American boys,”

In mid-February, the second Agri-
cultural Adjustment Act is passed by
Congress. Because the law allows the
government to buy and store farmers'
surplus crops, it should give much-
needed stability to farm prices.

On March 13, as Nazis march into
Augsiria and take control of that country,
a young CBS newsman named Edward
R. Murrow reports *live™ from the scene.
It’s the first radio newscast of its kind.

With nearly 10 million people un-
employed, Congress is especially active
i June. On the 21st, it approves fund-
ing for the Emergency Relief Appro-
prigtions Act, providing billions of dol-
lars for new work programs,

A few days later, the Fair Labor Stan-
dards Act also makes it through Con-
gress, It sets the minimum wage at 25¢
an hour {eventually rising to 40¢) and
mandates a 44-hour workweek.

In predicting the bill will raise the

national income to 360 billion a vear,
President Roosevelt claims, “A few
drops of rain have been coming down
from the heavens and probably will be
tollowed by a much-needed shower.”™
Nowhere will that shower be more

L
THE KING. For hepcats from the 19305, Benny
Goaodrman was the King of Swing. His 1938 Car-
negie Hall concert is considarad a classic loday,
and recordings of the show are still sold to swingers,

welcome than in the South, where the
average annual wage is estimated to be
about $8635 a year.

In mid-July, the exploits of Douglas
“Wrong Way" Corrigan provide many
Americans with a much-needed laugh.
Denied federal permission for his pro-
posed transatlantic flight because his
aging Curtis Robin J-6 isn’t considered
up to the task, Corrigan takes off from
MNew York allegedly headed back to Cal-
ifornia.

The next thing anyone knows, Cor-
rigan lands in Dublin, Ireland, When
asked to cxplain this incredible trn of
events, he says, "I intended to fly to Cal-
ifornia but got mixed up in the clouds
and must have flown the wrong way.”

At the end of September, there's an-
other crisis in Burope as Hitler demands
that Germany be given portions of west-
ern Czechoslovakia, Representatives of
Britain, France, the Soviet Union and
Germany meet in Munich, where they
give in to virtually all of Germany's
demands.

For a brief period of time, there's
hope that hostilities have been averted.
Reporting from Munich, CBS radio cor-
respondent William Shirer sums up the
mood: “Tt took the Big Four just 5 hours
and 25 minutes here to dispel the clouds
of war.” British Prime Minister Neville
Chamberlain goes even further, an-
nouncing the achievement of “peace in
our time"”.

Meanwhile, it’s turning out to be a
good year for synthetic materials. The
Du Pont Company comes up with ny-
lon and teflon, while James Slater and
John Thomas of Newark, Ohio perfect
methods of making fiberglass. Another
technological breakthrough is made by
the Biro brothers, George and Ladislav,
when they invent the first ballpoint pen.

Names in the News: Benny
Goodman, the “King of Swing™, ap-
pears with an all-star band at Carnegie
Hall in January of this year. The talent-
ed group includes Harry James, Ziggy
Elman, Lionel Hampton, Gene Krupa,
Teddy Wilson and soloists from the

PEACE IN OUR TIME. That's what British
Prime Minister Chamberlain announced after
raeating with Hitler and Mussolini, and an in-
terpreter. World War Il proved him wrong.
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Pearl Harbor was attacked in
December 1941.



The Island Site of the
of Oahu Pearl Harbor
attack.

How Pearl Harbor
Shocked a Nation

Patriotic pride buttons made after the war, Pre-American involvement buttons.
possibly for the victory celebrations.
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THE GOOD OLD DAYS

by K. C. Anthony

They speak about the good old
days —

The way things used to be —

Well, I got news for you, my
friend —

For life is good to me. ..

The Good Old Days are here to
stay —

They never have gone by —

It’s just the way you live that
counts —

Don’t just give up and die. . .

You say you’re old, well, so am
I -
But this I have to say —
Old Mother Nature is the same —
You can see that any day. . .

Now we are old, we got the
time —

To stop and look and see —

The things the younger folks pass
by —

They don’t have time, like you
and me.

The roses bloom and do their
thing —

Just like they used to do;

The bees are humming as they
work

Beneath the sky so blue. ..

A second life is granted us

When we reach three score and
ten;

The grass is just as green right now

As it was a way back when. . .

A wild rose just in bloom —

Wild beauty on display —

Nature has her way with things —
It brightens up each day. . .

The Good Old Days are gone, you
say —

I might agree with you,

But how about the bad old days

They have gone by too. ..

METHUSELAH

Methuselah ate what he found on
his plate,

And never, as people do now,

Did he note the amount of the
calorie count;

He ate it because it was chow.

He wasn’t disturbed as at dinner
he sat,

Devouring a roast or a pie,

To think it was lacking in granular
fat

Or a couple of vitamins shy.

He cheerfully chewed each species.

of food,
Unmindful of troubles or fears,
Lest his health might be hurt
By some fancy dessert,
And he lived over nine hundred
years!

I AIN’T DEAD YET

My hair is white and I'm almost
blind, _

The days of my youth are far be-
hind,

My neck is stiff and I can’t tum
my head,

Can’t hear one-half of what’s be-
ing said,

My legs are wobbly, can hardly
walk,

But glory be, I can surely talk,

And this is the message I want you
to get -

I'm still a kickin’ and I ain’t dead
yet.

My joints are stiff, won't move in
their sockets,

And nary a dime left in my poc-
kets,

So maybe you think I'm a total
wreck,

To tell you the truth, I do look
like heck!

But still I do have a lot of fun,

And my heart with joy is overrun,

I've lots of friends, so kind and
sweet,

And still more than I'll ever meet.

Oh, this is a wonderful world of
ours,

Shade and sunshine and beautiful
flowers,

So you can take it from me, you
bet!

I'm glad I'm living and I ain’t dead
yet.

I've got coms on my feet and in-
grown nails,

And do they hurt? Here plain lan-
guage fails,

To tell you my troubles would
take too long,

If I tried you’d surely give me the
gong.

I go to church and Sunday School

For I live the story that is ever
new,

And when I reach the end of my
IOW,

. hope to the lovely home I"ll go.

And then when I leave this house
of clay,

If you'll listen closely I'm quite
apt to say,

Well, folks, I've left you, but don’t
you forget,

I've just passed on and I ain’t dead
vet!




More Poulter Family Info

KEEP TIIIS,
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Memorandum of a Ticket issued by

FOR STEERAGE PASSACE BY
Gunard Zing of il Steamers

From Liverpool or Queenstown to Boston and New York.

-.ca.o..n-........-l\-.

1'0 / /
/

Paid by..... //' ) ﬂﬂiif'*‘“?r'c

Y37~ Should the above Passengers decline coming, the
money will be refunded, less Agent’s Commission, on produc-
tion of this MEMorRANDUM and corresponding Ticket.
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Name

Age

Birth Date
Birthplace
Home in 1900
Street

sheet Number

Number of Dwelling in
Order of Visitation

Family Number
Race

Gender
Immigration Year

Relation to Head of
House

Marital Status

spouse's Name

John Poulter

47

Jun 1852

England

Prophetstown, Whiteside, lllinois
West Portland Street

5

95

100
White
Male
1882

Head

Married

Fannie Poulter




Marriage Year
Years Married
Father's Birthplace
Mother's Birthplace
Years in US
Naturalization
Qccupation
Months Not Employed
Can Read

Can Write

Can Speak English

House Owned or
Rented

Home Free or
Mortgaged

Farm or House

1877

23

England
England

18

MNaturalized
Laborer {(Farm)
G

N

Own

Mortgaged




Household Members (Name) Age Relationship
John Poulter 47 Head
Fannie Poulter 41 Wife
Robert Poulter 22 Son
Lizzie Poulter 20 Daughter
George Poulter 17 Son
Jennie Poulter 15 Daughter
Harry Poulter 12 Son
Ralph Poulter 10 Son
Jay Poulter 4 Son
William Poulter 4 Son
Madge Poulter 1 Daughter




John Poulter, 79,
Of Prophetstown
Called by Death

PROPHETSTOWN, I, April
26.— (Special)—John Poulter, 79,
died at 1:30 a. m, today at his
home in Prophetstown after suffer-
ing a stroke of paralysis.

He was born in Essingwold, Eng-
land, June 20, 1853, and was mar-
ried there to Miss Fannie Johnson
in 1876. The couple came to Amer-
ica 51 years ago. Mr Poulter was
an assembler at the Eclipse Lawn
Mower Co. factory in Prophets-
town,

Surviving besides the widower
are seven sons, Robert, Jay, Wil-
liam and Lloyd, all of Rock Falls,
George of Sierra Madre, Calif.,
Harry of Hudson, Ia., and Ralph of
Prophetstown, and three daugh-
ters, Mrs Elizabeth Lyle of Rock
Falls, Mrs Ed Peterson of Walnut
and Miss Madge Poulter at home.
One son, John, died in infancy.

Funeral services will be held Fri-
day at 2 p. m. at the Dudley fu-
neral chapel with Rev. A, E. Sim-
ester officiating. Interment will
be in the Riverside cemetery.

JOHN POULTER,

12, WHITESIDE
RESIDENT, DIES

Succumbs at His Home After
" Stroke; Had Resided in Com-
munity Since 1882,

(Special to The Argus.)

Prophetstown, 1Ill., April 26, —
John Poulter, 79 years old, resi-
dent of the Prophetstown commu-
nity since 1882, died a. his hom«
this morning, following a stroke uf
paralysis.

Mr. Poulter was the -last of a
family of eight children. He was
born June 21, 1833, in England, ang

married Miss Fannie Johnson therc
in 1876. The couple came to Amer-
ica in 1882, settling immediately in
Prophetstown.

Surviving besides the widow are
seven sons, Robert, Jay, Williamn
and Lloyd of Rock Falls, George of
Sierra Madre, Los Arngeles coulty,
California; Forest of Hudson, Iowa,
and Ralph of Prophetstown; threec
daughters, Mrs. Eliabeth Lyle of
Rock Falls, Mrs. Edwar« Peter:zon
of Walnut, and Miss Madge, at
home; 13 grandchildren and three
great-grandchildren.

The funeral will be at the Dud-
ley chapel Friday aftcrnoon ai 2
o’clock. Rev. A, E. Simester of the
Prophetstown  Methodis{ church
will officiate, and interment will be
in. Riverside cemetery, Prophets-
town,

1933 04 John Poulter Obit.



Name

Gender

Death Age

Birth Date

Birth Place
Marriage Date
Residence Place
Death Date
Burial Place
Obituary Date
Obituary Place
Mewspaper Title
Spouse

Child

Ralph Poulter

Male

88

abt 1890

lowa, USA

Jul 1912

FProphetstown, Whiteside, lllinois, USA
Abt 1978

Frophetstown, Whiteside, lllinois, USA
11 S5ep 1978

Moling, lllinois, USA

The Dispatch

Viola Olson

Ben
John




Ralph Poulter

PROPHETSTOWN — Ser-
vices for Ralph Poulter, 88,
of 417 Washington St.,
Prophetstown, who died
Saturday, were today at
Gardner Chapel., Prophet-
stown. Burial was in River-
side Cemetery, Prophet-
stown.

Memorials may be made to
the extended care unit of
Morrison Community
Hospital.

Mr. Poulter was born in
Iowa and came to Prophet-
stown as a samll child. He
married Viola Olson of
Clinton in July 1912. She
preceded him in death.

He was a painter and a park
ranger for eight years at the
Prophetstown State Park.

Survivors include two sons,
Ben and John, both of
Prophetstown; five
grandchildren, and nine
great-grandchildren.

1978 09 Ralph Poulter Obit.



M argaret Mathis )

To Wed June 15
In Prophetstown

MARGARET MATHIS.

Prophetstown, June 7.—Mr. and
Mrs. Roscoe C. Mathis of Prophets-
town have announced the engage-
ment and approaching marriage of
their daughter, Margaret Lucille
Mathis, to John O. Poulter, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Poulter, at a
home wedding the afternoon of June
15.

Miss Mathis and Mr. Poulter both
were graduated from Prophetstown
high school. Miss Mathis was grad-
uated from the Sterling public hos-
pital school of nursing in Septem-
ber, 1939, and became a registered
nurse last January. Mr. Poulter is
a painter and interior decorater.

Graduate nurses of the Sterling
public hospital recently gave a pre-
nuptial shower for Miss Mathis.

John Poulter

Services for John O. Poulter, 74,
Prophetstown, are 11 a.m. Friday at
First  Congregational = Church,
Prophetstown, where he was a
member. Burial is in Riverside
Cemetery, Prophetstown.

Visitation is 6 to 8 p.m. Thursday
at Gardner Funeral Home, Prophet-
stown. Memorials may be made to
the church or American Cancer So-
ciety.

Mr. Poulter died Monday at CGH
Mediqpl Center, Sterling.

He was born Dec. 26, 1915, in
Prophetstown, where he married
Margaret Mathis June 15, 1940.

He was a self-employed painting
contractor for many years. He also
worked as a painter in construction
for 17 years at Northwestern Steel
and Wire Co., Sterling, retiring in
1980.

He was a World War II Navy vet-
eran.

Survivors include the widow; a
daughter, Mary Stegmiller, Proph-
etstown; a son, Michael Poulter,
Elizabeth City, N.C.; six grandchil-
dren; three stepgranddaughters;
five stepgreat-granddaughters; and
a brother, Ben Poulter Prophet-
stown.

1940 06 John O. Poulter marriage.

1990 06 John O. Poulter obit.




Name

Gender

Death Age
Birth Date
Birth Place
Marriage Date
Death Date
Burial Place
Obituary Date
Obituary Place
Newspaper Title
Parents
Spouse

Child

Siblings

Ben O. Boulter

Male

86

1914

Prophetstown, Whiteside, lllinois, USA
2 5ep 1939

2 S5ep 2000

Prophetstown, Whiteside, lllinois, USA
4 Sep 2000

Rock Island, lllinois, USA

The Rock Island Argus

Ralph Boulter; Vicla Olson Boulter
Irene Clements

James

Bryan

Rita Lindberg

John




Miss Irene Clementz
And Ben O. Poulter
Marry in Davenport

—— e

PROPHETSTOWN, Ill.—(Spe=
cial) — Miss Irene Clementz,
youngest daughter of Mrs Alice
Clementz, married Ben O. Poulter,
the elder son of Mr and Mrs
Ralph Poulter, Saturday afternoon
in Davenport. Miss Marie Mc=
Donald and LeRoy Johnson,
friends of the couple, served as
their attendants.

The bride was graduated from
the Geneseo high school in 1937
and has since been employed
around this city. Mr Poulter was
graduated from the Prophetstown
high school in 1933 and is associ-
ated with his father in the painte
ing and decorating business.

Prophetstown, Sept. 2.—Miss Irene
Clementz, daughter of Mrs. Alice
Clementz of the Eight Mile com-
munity, and Ben O. Poulter, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Poulter, were
married this afternoon at 1 in Dav-
enport. Attendants were Marie Mc-
Donald and LeRoy Johnson of
Prophetstown. A wedding dinner
was served in Davenport before the
party returned to Prophetstown.

The bride wore a 2-piece blue
gray ensemble, and she had a sweet-
pea corsage. Miss McDonald wore
an oxford gray suit and her ac-
cessories were black. She had a cor-
sage.

Mrs. Poulter was graduated from
Geneseo high school in the class of
1937. Mr. Poulter was graduated
from Prophetstown high school in
the class of 1933. He has been as-
sisting his father in the painting
and decorating business since he
finished school.

Mr. and Mrs. Poulter have taken
an apartment in the Pearl McNeill

house on Washington street.

1939 09 Ben O. Poulter marriage.




