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Introduction

Through the years Prophetstown has had quite a large number of businesses.  When Bud Thompson was our
mayor I told him it would be interesting to know what businesses have been in our community.  He suggested 
that I find out.  So back in 2005 the search began.  My guess was that we probably had about 500 businesses in 
our town during its history, but that was way off.  As of today my research has revealed that there have been 
over 2,500 businesses in Prophetstown.  And there were probably more.  We do not have many copies of our 
early newspapers or phone books and that is where most of the business information was gathered from.  
Should more of those come into our possession I am sure our list would grow.

One of those businesses was the Plow Factory.  That is what this presentation will cover.



The Prophetstown Plow Factory
From Bent-Wilson History of Whiteside County, 1877.

By 1871 you can see that the business had closed and that the building had deteriorated.
It sat about where the Lutheran Church is today.

Another view of W. 3rd Street and the Plow Factory back then.



Horace Annis, one of the men who founded the plow factory,  also owned a hotel in Prophetstown called the 
Annis House.  It was located behind the building at 304 Washington Street, which is now the home of the 
Prophetstown Area Historical Society. 

This is how the Annis House looked not long after it was built.

Later there were two business built to the east of the Annis House.  

In this view of Washington Street you can see the east side the Robinson & Parish Store 
that sat where the Historical Society building is now.



The Robinson & Parish building was demolished and in 1892 
George Paddock built a new building and moved his Bank of Prophetstown into it.

You can still see the Annis House behind Paddock’s new building.

This building at 112 E 3rd St. started life about 1871 as the First National Bank of Prophetstown.
Later it became the Bank of Prophetstown, a private bank owned by George Paddock.  

He moved from here to the new building at 304 Washington.



By 1908 the Annis House had fallen into  disrepair and was demolished.

This is the owner at the time, Hamden Sturtevant.

What is now Star Road and our 3rd Street was the old Rock Island and Dixon State Road, making 3rd Street 
the “main” street in Prophetstown and that is where most of our early businesses were located.  That is why 
Horace built his hotel on 3rd Street.  After the railroad came in 1871 Washington Street became our “main” 
street.

After the Annis House was demolished the land sat vacant for years until George Brydia built the Coke 
Cottage there in 1948.



Later, that Coke Cottage became what we knew at Chuck’s Place.


