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Introduction

This article follows up the one from last month when we took a look at the November 1925 
issue of the Echo.

   The Rinkey Dinks were an adult basketball team 
made up of men from Prophetstown. Our high 
school had not yet been built so they played in the 
Congregational Church gym.
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    Christmas seals are adhesive labels that are similar in 
appearance to postage stamps that are sold then affixed to 
mail during the Christmas season to raise funds and 
awareness for charitable programs.  Christmas seals have 
become particularly associated with lung diseases such as 
tuberculosis, and with child welfare in general.  They were 
first issued in Denmark beginning in 1904, with Sweden and 
Iceland following with issues that same year.  Thereafter the 
use of Christmas seals proved to be popular and spread 
quickly around the world, with 130 countries producing their 
own issues.
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   John Lewis was a freed slave who came north and became 
our city constable for many years.  He was greatly loved and 
admired, as you can see from the guest list.  For many years 
he held a game feast to celebrate his birthday and hundreds 
attended.  A great number were from out of town.

Mr. & Mrs. John Lewis
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   Our mayor, George S. Brydia, in December 1923.  The same Christmas tress 
were placed down the center of Washington Street and lighted in 1925.  We are 
not sure how they ran the wires that carried the electricity.  Today, at the north 
end of Washington Street is the lighted star mentioned.  In 1925 it was placed 
on top of the monument that once stood in the intersection of Washington and 
3rd.  The State of Illinois made us remove the monument in the early 1950s, 
because its presence made it difficult for larger trucks to make a turn in that 
intersection.
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   The National Woman’s Relief Corps (WRC) is a 501c3. It
was chartered July 25 and 26, 1883, as auxiliary to the 
Grand Army of the Republic, Inc (GAR) and 
Congressionally chartered on September 7, 1962. 

   The mission is to perpetuate the memory of those who 
sacrificed much and sometimes all in the American Civil 
War; provide assistance to veterans of all wars and extend 
needed aid to them and to their widow(er)s and orphans.
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   In those early years signs like these were posted on 
the front of homes warning that the residents were 
infectious.  We had a number of them on our home in 
Miles City, MT.
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Some people burned cobs in place of coal.

Both men and women often used garters
 to hold up their socks.

30 cents in 1925 would be abut $5.50 in 2025.
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   Hodson was in a wood-frame building where our 
hardware store is now.  The building burned in 1928.
   Green Stamps were given with purchases and could be 
used to acquire items from their catalog.  We saved 
enough stamps to get a child’s rocking chair.  Our kids 
used it, so did our grand kids and now the great grand 
kids have it.
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Eclipse also made a chain saw.
 

   Many cars did not come with heaters.  They had 
to be purchased separately.

   My mother used one of these wringer machines for many 
years and it lead to one of my brothers getting into quite a bit 
of trouble.  That brother hated what he called “stringy” meat 
(beef), which we had quite often.  On those occasions he would
put the meat into his pants pockets, then dump it out in the yard
after the meal.  One day he forgot to get rid of the evidence.  
The pants were washed and when mother open the lid to drain 
the water there was beef floating on top of the water.
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Some prices from the 1925 Sears catalog

The 2025 price would be about
$32,400.00.

This price included all materials 
shipped to your town by rail.

Then you or someone else would have 
to assemble the home.



12



13



14

In 1925 many drug stores sold jewelry
and some had jewelers on their staff.
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        Keiser & Keiber were at 335 Washington St.

In 1925 there were about 70 auto makers in the US.

   Karl was in more than one location in town.  At one
point he was in what became Rod Copeland’s law 
office.

   The Hupmobile was produced from 1909-39 by 
Hupp Motors.

   The Star was produced by Durant Motors.. This 
model was made to compete with the Ford Model T.  
Star produced vehicles from 1922-1928.
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Mrs. Lou Woodworth was what I would call the poet laureate of Prophetstown.


