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Introduction

Yes, Prophetstown did have another “main” street.  If anyone here today is asked to name our main 
street they would say Washington Street.  And that would be right, but it was not always so.  Our first 
main street was 3rd Street.  The reason for that will be explained on the next pages.



The Rock Island and Dixon State Road

The early traffic through Prophetstown flowed East-West or visa-versa.  Today most of it it flows 
North-South or visa-versa.  The latter is because of Illinois Route 78, which did not exist in our early 
years.

Instead our traffic flow was on 3rd Street because that street was on the route that went from Dixon 
to Rock Island.  Notice the map below.  The Rock Island and Dixon State Road flowed through our 
town on 3rd Street.  Riverside Cemetery lay on the north side of that road.

Our first white settler, Asa Crook, built his house facing the Rock Island-Dixon Road.  In those 
early years of travel the pace was slow.  You either walked, road a horse or rode in a vehicle pulled by a 
horse or an ox.  Since there were very, very few hotels or inns people would rent a bed in a house along 
the way and I am sure that was true of the Crook house.



Above is the south side of East 3rd Street looking east from Washington Street.  Most businesses in 
those early years were located on the street that carried the most traffic, which then was 3rd Street.  The 
building on the extreme right was later jacked up, turned to face Washington Street and became what 
we knew as the Sugar Bowl located at 305 Washington St.  The arrow points to Rod Copeland’s law 
office, which in the 1860s was the Masonic Hall.  The large building further down was a furniture 
store.

Why was that building on the corner turned to face Washington Street?  It was because the railroad 
came to town in 1871, which meant that much foot traffic was now on Washington Street.

The wooden platform in the center of Washington and 3rd covered the well which the town used to 
fight fires.



Below is the south side 3rd Street looking west from Washington Street.  The store on the corner is 
now where the Prophetstown Area Historical Society building sits.  The arrow points to the Annis 
House which was one of our first hotels.

The hotel was built by Horace Annis and existed until 1908 when it was demolished.  Horace, along 
with a couple other fellows, also built a plow factory and it sat on W. 3rd Street about where the 
Lutheran Church is today.  Plows were an essential industry because most people then were farmers 
and you would want that industry to be located on the street where most of the traffic was.  By 1871 it 
had closed and the building was in bad shape.



About 1840 this building was brought in from Portland and became the Rock River House Hotel.  
Back then it took a massive effort to move a building like this.  There was no sheetrock then, so the 
interior walls of most buildings were plastered.  Before a building like this was moved all of the plaster 
would be removed to reduce its weight, then the building would be rolled on logs and pulled by horses 
or oxen.  The Rock River House sat about where Shaw’s Market is today.  It burned in 1871.

Our first brick bank building was also located on E. 3rd St.  The First National Bank building was 
built in 1871.  In its banking life it held three different banks.  It began as the First National Bank, then 
became the Bank of Prophetstown, which later moved into a new building at 302 Washington St., 
which is now the home of the Prophetstown Area Historical Society.  Its next bank was the Citizens 
Bank, owned by the Warner family.  It was there until the new Citizens Bank building at 338 
Washington was ready for use.  The Citizens Bank closed during the Great Depression.

First National Bank of Prophetstown
112 E. 3rd St.

Citizens Bank
338 Washington St.



In 1872 this building was brought in from Portland and located on E. 3rd St.  It opened for business 
on Christmas Day in 1872.  It was needed to replace the old Rock River House, because with the 
arrival of the railroad in 1871 Prophetstown needed more hotel rooms.  Though the railroad was 
bringing business to Washington Street the old Rock Island-Dixon State Road was still the main route 
from Dixon to what is now the Quad Cities, so placing the Seely House on E. 3rd Street made sense.  
We know the Seely House as the Eureka Inn.  The brick building on the right is the old First National 
Bank building, which still stands today.



In 1938 Illinois State Route 78 opened and passed through Prophetstown on Washington Street.  By 
this time other routes to the Quad Cities had opened, leaving 3rd Street with little of that traffic.  Now 
the focus was on Washington Street as our “main” street.  So the building on the right was jacked up, 
turned to face the west and now faced Washington Street.  It became the Sugar Bowl and you can see 
the former gas station to the left of the building.  In 1960 the Sugar Bowl building burned.  The fire 
was extinguished and the building sold for scrap.

The building also held a number of other businesses including Rollie’s Chocolate Shop and a 
clothing store.

The old sugar 
Bowl building.









Bud Thompson worked in the Sugar Bowl for Bertha and Lester Peterson.  Here is what he had to 
say about his time there: [It was] 1944-45.  Bertha Peterson owned the Sugar Bowl.  Her son Lester 
"Baldy" helped her.  They had a lunch menu and a dinner menu.  The difference was lunch was smaller  
portions and less money.  Baldy would rather be in a tavern than a restaurant.  Jake Pense had a 
seizure and fell.  He missed me, but he landed in a glass showcase.  What a mess!  But Jake survived.  
He was a good guy.  We made our milk shakes with a "kinda" ice cream.  It was war-time.  Whenever 
my buddy, Dick Vandermyde came in, I would mix his shake with real ice cream.  Baldy caught me one 
afternoon doing a real one for Dick.  I nearly got fired.  In later '45, I got a better job with George 
Brydia at his grocery store.  That was an experience.  He called me "General."  He said when he hired 
me that I would learn something new every day.  He was so right.”

Bud grew up in Prophetstown.  Cal Schuneman did not; he moved here in the late 1940s.  But he 
also had comments about the Sugar Bowl: “The Sugar Bowl was the "go to" place for coffee and lunch 
in 1948.  Mrs. Hawkinson baked delicious pies.  It was located in a frame two story building about 
where the current post office parking lot is located.  I especially remember it being operated by Bernice  
Gentz Oppendike Brown and her children.  Her husband, John Brown worked construction out of town,  
but also helped out on weekends.  I think it had been sold when it was later destroyed by fire.  After 
that, Chuck’s Place was the popular hang out for coffee patrons and especially teenagers.” 

A ham sandwich at the Sugar Bowl in 1945 cost 10 cents.  Given the inflation since 1945 that same 
sandwich should cost $1.86 today.  You and I both know a ham sandwich today costs a whole lot more 
than that.

Also on E. 3rd Street was a large creamery.  It would have been about where 638 E. 3rd is today. 
Again, it just made sense to place a creamery on Prophetstown’s “main street.”

The house there 
now.



And there was another business on E. 3rd Street and it was the Pettit Sorghum Mill.  The business 
was located in the area where the Asa Crook House sits today.



Mrs. Wagenecht was the daughter of Will Pettit.  She and her husband, Lawrence, lived for many 
years in the Asa Crook house.


