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Introduction

Years ago there was a fellow who moved around Prophetstown on his wheel chair. This is not unusual in our town because we have Winning 
Wheels where many are in wheel chairs live.  But this particular fellow was different because he did not use an electric chair.  Instead, he used his 
bare feet to propel his chair.  His name was Joe Urbani, but you might have known him as Joe Toes.

Joe was born with a deformity in his hands, making them quite useless.  So his feet became his hands.  He amazed all who knew him with the 
dexterity in his feet.  At one point he had a pottery shop located at 217 Washington St.

Here you will read a story about him that Marge Sommers wrote for the Sterling Gazette back in October 1983.  Following that there will be a 
short update on Joe.



From the Sterling Gazette, October 8-15, 1983











Up Date on Joe “Toes” Urbani
From KWQC October 1, 2018.



I searched Ancestry, Family Search and Facebook.
This is all I could find on Joe.

Name Joe A Urbani
Alias Joseph A Urbani

Birth Date 29 Oct 1953
Previous Residence Date 01 Jan 1999-01 Mar 2001

Previous Residence Rock Falls, Illinois 61071
Previous Residence Postal Code 61071

Second Previous Residence Place Sterling, Illinois 61081
Second Residence Postal Code 61081

Second Residence Date 1 Jan 1997
Third Previous Residence Place Sterling, Illinois 61081

Third Residence Postal Code 61081
Third Residence Date 01 Jun 1993-01 Jun 1997

Event Type Residence
Event Date from 1 Jan 1999 to 1 Mar 2001
Event Place Rock Falls, Whiteside, Illinois, United States

Event Place (Original) Rock Falls, Illinois, United States
Household Identifier 238091563


